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Hanging on the wall of

Diane Dunlap's office is a

chain of intertwining pastel

colored pieces of paper.

Handwriucn on each link is a

memory Dunlap shared over

the years with her colleague

and friend, Patricia Gorman.

"Pat and I used to bring a

group of seventh and eighth

graders to Washington, D.C.

each year and one year we

attended the inauguration of

George Bush [Senior],"
Dunlap said. "It was one of

the coldest days and we were

purchasing newspapers to

wrap the students' feet in to

keep them warm."

Guidance Administrator
Diane Dunlap is retiring from
Duxbury Public Schools. Her
/ast day will be Jan. 31.

Dunlap has been remi

niscing a lot lately as she pre

pares to retire from her posi

tion as guidance administrator

of Duxbury Public Schools.

She has spent 22 years in the

district and decided in

October that she would end

her career on Jan. 31. Dunlap,

who married over the sum

mer, said a desire to spend

more time with her family

and a shift in her role at the

schools prompted her deci
sion to leave.

"I saw myself getting

wrapped up in administrative

duties and moving further

away from counseling,"

Dunlap. said. "I didn't feel

like I was doing the best job."

Dunlap said originally, a

fifth of her time was spent

doing administrative work

and the majority of her time

was dedicated to counseling

(he 140 students in her case

load. The administrative por

tion of her job included over

seeing the high school and

middle school counselors as

well as a counselor at the

Aldcn School. But Dunlap's

passion was individual and

college counseling.

"When a student gets up

from that chair and says to me

'you made me feel so much

better,' you know it's worth

while," Dunlap said. "There

was never a day that I didn't

love my job. Every day had

its own set of memories."

Even when students grad

uate from DHS, as her two

daughters did, Dunlap contin

ues to receive feedback from

alumni. Dunlap said many

graduates stop in and intro

duce her to their children.

Others turn to Dunlap for

career advice. She said the

philosophy is "guidance for

life."

"Students keep in touch

through e-mail and many of

my students have contacted

me when they arc considering

applying to graduate school to

become a counselor. They ask

me about which school to

attend and what the difference

between becoming a middle

school or a high school coun

selor is. \ would set up time

for them to shadow one of our

counselors for a day," Dunlap

said/

Dunlap first worked in the

district as a psychometrist.

coming to Duxbury schools

each Monday to lest special

education students. In January

1985, Dunlap was asked to

serve as a part-time counselor

to special education students.

The position then became full

time and Dunlap settled into

whal was then called

Duxbury Intermediate

School.

Her first taste of an

administrative role came in

1989 when former superin

tendent Don Kennedy asked

her to serve as interim assis

tant principal at the middle

school. She then was asked to

split her lime as assistant to

the special education director

and as a high school guidance

counselor.

Supt. Eileen Williams

tapped Dunlap for the job of

interim special education

director and pupil personnel

director in 1993. A year later,

Dunlap became a full time

guidance counselor at the

high school. Four years ago,

she was promoted to her cur

rent position of guidance

administrator.
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Gorman said!

DHS guidance secretary
a Moylan had previouX
ed rth Dun]aP -

, »..c also created
strong friendships with her
co-workers and earned the
rcsDcct nf

Dr. Jim Lyng, a former direc
tor of special education, and
Gorman, who was his secre

chn T " n°W the ^^'eschools secretary, are two
close friends wh
sees regularly.

"They are amazing

. ""lap wnen

. neld positions at the
middle school.

"She is a class act and will
be missed," Moylan said

Amy Rose, a secretary in
lfie guidance denarfnv»nf

^ared Moylan's senS'
Diane is a genuine lady

She is.professional and irre
Placeable," Rose said *"*

During the last School
nmittee meeting held

'. Maureen Connolly
am r ..„.. .

challenges of growing up and
joying out into the world,"
Williams said.

She added that although
she has been looking for a
new guidance director since
Dunlap s announcement in
October, no qualified candi
date has been found as of yet

As the long chapter that is
her career in Duxbury comes
to an end, Dunlap prOmised to
keep in touch and to keep her
hand in counseling

Gorman, who made the
Paper chain of memories in
honor of Dunlap's dL

,"Sfieisa great role model
tor students and adults It's a
sad day fOr Duxbury
schools," Connolly said.

Williams said that the

touched is immeasurable P
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■ , ** a counselor and

or the department, she
affected untold numbers of
families over the years. she
helped students deal with the


